
Telecommunications Act and Radiocommunication Act 

1. Universal Access and Deployment 

1.1 Are the right legislative tools in place to further the objective of affordable high quality 
access for all Canadians, including those in rural, remote and Indigenous communities? 

 The framework works well for English and French but does not allocate sufficient weight 
to the Indigenous voices.  For instance, the Heritage Canada Office in Yellowknife, NT is 
staffed with a person dedicated to French initiatives.  We are not implying that this is not 
important but suggest that Indigenous representation is certainly as important. 

1.2 Given the importance of passive infrastructure for network deployment and the expected 
growth of 5G wireless, are the right provisions in place for governance of these assets? 

2. Competition, Innovation, and Affordability 

2.1 Are legislative changes warranted to better promote competition, innovation, and 
affordability? 

 We believe legislative changes are required in the funding models for broadcasting in the 
North.  Although CBC provides value to Northern residents, their year-over-year funding 
levels dwarf that of other media agencies trying to provide a voice for Indigenous Issues.  
This creates a distinctly unfair advantage for CBC in competing for talent, in their ability 
to travel to events, and in the quality of their technical equipment. To wit, whilst CBC 
receives a healthy budget, the Native Communication Society, owner and operator of 
CKLB – the Voice of the Denendeh – has had their funding from Heritage Canada cut in 
half from 2010 to 2018.  It is doubtful that CBC North has received a similar cut in their 
funding over the same time period. 

3. Net Neutrality 

3.1 Are current legislative provisions well-positioned to protect net neutrality principles in the 
future? 

4. Consumer Protection, Rights and Accessibility 

4.1 Are further improvements pertaining to consumer protection, rights, and accessibility 
required in legislation? 

5. Safety, Security and Privacy 

5.1 Keeping in mind the broader legislative framework, to what extent should the concepts of 
safety and security be included in the Telecommunications Act/Radiocommunication Act? 

6. Effective Spectrum Regulation 



6.1 Are the right legislative tools in place to balance the need for flexibility to rapidly introduce 
new wireless technologies with the need to ensure devices can be used safely, securely, and free 
of interference? 

7. Governance and Effective Administration 

7.1 Is the current allocation of responsibilities among the CRTC and other government 
departments appropriate in the modern context and able to support competition in the 
telecommunications market? 

7.2 Does the legislation strike the right balance between enabling government to set overall 
policy direction while maintaining regulatory independence in an efficient and effective way? 

Broadcasting Act 

8. Broadcasting Definitions 

8.1 How can the concept of broadcasting remain relevant in an open and shifting 
communications landscape? 

 Broadcasting itself is simply a vehicle to convey that which is of interest. For the 
broadcast medium to remain relevant media agencies must be given the intellectual 
freedom and funding to meet the varied interests of those they serve.  For our part, 
funding to travel to remote NWT communities to report on their events, as they happen, 
is critical for our broadcast to remain relevant in today’s shifting landscape. 

8.2 How can legislation promote access to Canadian voices on the Internet, in both official 
languages, and on all platforms? 

 Legislation should be considered that: 
o Sets minimum available bandwidth requirements for northern residents. 
o Enshrine in legislation that the languages of Dene Nation are recognized as being 

important to promote via the internet – across all platforms. 
o Enshrine in legislation funding for ensuring Indigenous language content is 

available on the internet.  Our founding peoples deserve nothing less. 

9. Broadcasting Policy Objectives 

9.1 How can the objectives of the Broadcasting Act be adapted to ensure that they are relevant in 
today's more open, global, and competitive environment? 

9.2 Should certain objectives be prioritized? If so, which ones? What should be added? 

 As stated in 8.2 above, adding the recognition that Indigenous language are critical our 
culture as Canadians and the Federal Government plays a critical role in supporting the 
preservation of our founders rich culture, tradition, and languages. 



9.3 What might a new approach to achieving the Act's policy objectives in a modern legislative 
context look like? 

10. Support for Canadian Content and Creative Industries 

10.1 How can we ensure that Canadian and non-Canadian online players play a role in 
supporting the creation, production, and distribution of Canadian content? 

 We suggest that a reasonable import tax be placed on large American content players 
such as NetFlix and Amazon that would create a fund to support the small, independent, 
Canadian content creators. 

10.2 How can the CRTC be empowered to implement and regulate according to a modernized 
Broadcasting Act in order to protect, support, and promote our culture in both official languages? 

10.3 How should legislative tools ensure the availability of Canadian content on the different 
types of platforms and devices that Canadians use to access content? 

11. Democracy, News and Citizenship 

11.1 Are current legislative provisions sufficient to ensure the provision of trusted, accurate, and 
quality news and information? 

11.2 Are there specific changes that should be made to legislation to ensure the continuing 
viability of local news? 

12. Cultural Diversity 

12.1 How can the principle of cultural diversity be addressed in a modern legislative context? 

 Our legislation requires update to impute stronger language on the importance of 
preservation of Indigenous languages, tradition, and culture that includes commitment to 
fund those initiatives from a separate fund specifically set aside for this commitment. 

13. National Public Broadcaster 

13.1 How should the mandate of the national public broadcaster be updated in light of the more 
open, global, and competitive communications environment? 

 The CBC mandate should be updated to include that they share their funding with smaller 
Indigenous-focused Communications organizations so there are complementary efforts 
rather than ostensibly be regarded as competitor but with orders of magnitude more 
funding.   CBC’s presence in some markets makes it incredibly difficult for others to 
survive.  If CBC’s mandate was to ensure their survival then one can see a more fulsome, 
culturally-astute solution to reporting on Indigenous issues. 



13.2 Through what mechanisms can government enhance the independence and stability of 
CBC/Radio-Canada? 

 We would argue that if the Government enhance the CBC any more than it has that they 
may eliminate all smaller operators in areas where the CBC monolith resides. 

13.3 How can CBC/Radio-Canada play a role as a leader among cultural and news organizations 
and in showcasing Canadian content, including local news? 

13.4 How can CBC/Radio-Canada promote Canadian culture and voices to the world, including 
on the Internet? 

 By developing a funding and communication model with other Indigenous-focused 
organizations, the CBC’s information capture capability would rise dramatically.  The 
communications media transports currently exist to promote cultures to Canadians and 
the World.  Having CBC create partnerships with smaller Indigenous communications 
organizations will allow them to get the best cultural content from the diverse 
communities. 

13.5 How can CBC/Radio-Canada contribute to reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples and the 
telling of Indigenous stories by Indigenous Peoples? 

 This question is myopic in that there are many other organizations in the North, with their 
Corporate Leadership, in the North who are actively telling these stories.  CBC does not 
have a monopoly on Indigenous Story telling.  The Native Communication Society and 
CKLB Radio has four language announcers that deliver 2-hour shows in Gwich’in, 
Tlicho, North Slavey, and Chipewyan.  We are intimately related to the 33 communities 
we serve.  I believe the focus here should be on how all broadcasters can assist in the 
telling of Indigenous stories.  Enhancing CBC’s ability anymore will adversely affect 
those organizations trying to make a difference on very limited government funding.  One 
might suggest that CBC step away from Aboriginal story telling when there are other in-
situ organizations already doing so and can provide comparable coverage with 
appropriate funding levels.  Should no local media outlet exist then by all means CBC 
should be provided the funding to report on Indigenous stories. 

13.6 How can CBC/Radio-Canada support and protect the vitality of Canada's official languages 
and official language minority communities? 

 I suggest this is already being done and the focus should now be the support and 
protection of Indigenous languages. 

14. Governance and Effective Administration 

14.1 Does the Broadcasting Act strike the right balance between enabling government to set 
overall policy direction while maintaining regulatory independence in an efficient and effective 
way? 



14.2 What is the appropriate level of government oversight of CRTC broadcasting licencing and 
policy decisions? 

14.3 How can a modernized Broadcasting Act improve the functioning and efficiency of the 
CRTC and the regulatory framework? 

14.4 Are there tools that the CRTC does not have in the Broadcasting Act that it should? 

14.5 How can accountability and transparency in the availability and discovery of digital cultural 
content be enabled, notably with access to local content? 

 


